Regional Fisheries Advisory Committee 19th July, 1976. by unknown
North W est 
Water Authority
Dawson House, Great Sankey 
Warrington WA5 3LW 
Telephone Penketh 4321
13th July, 1976
To; Members of the Regional Fisheries 
Advisory Committee
(Messrs. J. R. S. Watson (Chairman);
T. A. Blackledge; F. Burgess; J. M. Croft;
E. P. Ecroyd; T. M. Farrer; J. H. Fell;
E. H. Fleming Smith; A. E. Hall; W. F. Hobson;
R. D. Houghton; P. W. Jennings; Wm. McKenna;
R. A.Parkin; G. B. Robinson; G. Wilson; and 
the Chairman of the Authority (P. J. Liddell); 
and the Vice Chairman of the Authority 
(J. A. Foster)(ex officio)).
Dear Sir,
A meeting of the REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE will be 
held at 2.15 p.m. on MONDAY, 19TH JULY, 1976, in the BOARD ROOM at 
DAWSON HOUSE, GREAT SANKEY, for the consideration of the following 
business.
Yours faithfully,
G. W. SHAW,
Director of Administration 
A G E N D A
1. Appointment of Chairman.
2. Apologies for absence.
3. Minutes of the last meeting (previously circulated).
4. Proceedings of Local Fisheries Advisory Committees
A. Mersey and Weaver - 23rd June, 1976.
B. South and West Cumberland - 28th June, 1976
[Recommendations in the following minutes
28. Branthwaite Weir.
29. Effect on Fisheries of the A66 Construction.
30. Report of the Area Fisheries Officer on
Fisheries Activities]
C. Eden and District - 29th June, 1976.
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D. S o u th  L a n c a s h i re  -  3 0 th  J u n e , 1976
[R ecom m endations i n  th e  f o l lo w in g  m in u te s
25 . F i s h e r i e s  in  th e  o w n e rsh ip  o f  th e
A u th o r i ty .
26 . R e p o rt on F i s h e r i e s  A c t i v i t i e s ]
E. L une , Wyre & F u rn e ss  -  5 th  J u l y ,  1976
[R ecom m endation in  th e  M inu te  No. 30 -  
F i s h e r i e s  in  th e  o w n e rsh ip  o f  th e  
A u t h o r i t y ] .
5 . A p p o in tm en t o f  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee 1 9 7 6 -7 7 .
6 . A p p o in tm en t o f  L o c a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittees 1976 -77 .
7 . A p p o in tm en t o f  F is h e r y  R e p r e s e n ta t iv e s  to  L o c a l Land D ra in a g e  
C o m m ittees .
8 . E e l  F i s h in g  in  T id a l  and  E s t u a r i a l  W a te rs .
9 . P e t i t i o n  from  Salm on A n g le rs .
10. I d e n t i f i c a t i o n  o f  th e  B o u n d a rie s  o f  t h e  A u th o r i ty .
11 . N o rth  W est D is a b le d  and H and icapped  A n g le rs  A s s o c ia t io n .
12. M a n c h e s te r  W ater O rd e r , 1966 -  F i s h e r i e s  Im provem ent Work on 
R iv e r  L even .
13 . M itto n  F i s h e r y .
14. F i s h e r i e s  E x p e n d itu re  1977-78  (O ra l R e p o r t ) .
15 . Any O th e r  B u s in e s s .
NOTE: Lunch w i l l  be  s e rv e d  in  th e  M embers' D in in g  Room 
a t  a p p ro x im a te ly  1 .0 0  p .m . The Menu f o r  th e  day 
i s  e n c lo s e d  and members a t t e n d in g  f o r  lu n c h  a re  
a sk e d  t o  i n d i c a t e  t h e i r  c h o ic e  o f  m ain c o u rs e  to  
t h e  o f f i c e r  on d u ty  n e a r  th e  M embers' R e t i r i n g  Room.
Item No. 4
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
MERSEY AND WEAVER FISHERIES 
ADVISORY COMMITTEE
23RD JUNE, 1976
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
Present: P. W. Jennings, Esq. (Chairman)
F. Burgess, Esq. A. Jones, Esq.
F. Egerton, Esq. R. Newton, Esq.
A. Ross, Esq.
21. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from 
Mr. P. J. Liddell and Mr. J. R. S. Watson.
22. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the last meeting of the
Committee held on 20th January,,1976, be approved
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
23. APPOINTMENT OF NEW MEMBER - MR. R. NEWTON
The Chairman welcomed Mr. R. Newton to his first meeting of 
the Committee having been appointed to represent game fish interests 
by the Regional Committee.
24. MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEE - MR. J. A. FOSTER
Mr. J. A. Foster, Vice Chairman of the Authority and ex officio 
member of the Committee, had resigned from the Committee due to his 
finding it increasingly difficult to attend the meetings because of 
his extensive commitments.
25. REPORT OF DIVISIONAL SCIENTIST 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Divisonal Scientist presented his report on fisheries 
activities during the period from 1st January to 31st May, 1976.
The report incorporated items on the following matters
(1) General Fisheries Management
(2) Stocking
(3) Biological Work
Of particular interest was the work carried out in the River 
Etherow. Summarising this work, it was reported that the nature and 
source of the toxic pollution in the river had been pinpointed and 
that discussions were at present in hand to try to solve the problem.
- 2 -
The quality of the river had improved substantially over the past 
ten years so that at the present time it was reasonably pure, and 
able to support a trout fishery in the upper reaches between Bottoms 
Reservoir and Hollingworth. The river appeared to be fishless 
immediately below Hollingworth, but the presence of coarse fish in 
the lower reaches above the confluence with the River Goyt gave hope 
that within the next twelve months this stretch of the river would 
develop into a good coarse fishery. Further survey work would be 
undertaken upon the appointment of new Bailiffing staff.
(4) Fish Mortality
The Divisional Scientist having reported favourably on the 
relatively few fish mortalities occurring in the period under review, 
concern was expressed about the recent mortalities that had taken 
place in the River Weaver due to oil pollution, particularly in the 
area below Winsford. Concern was also expressed at the related 
problem of compensation payable to riparian and fishery owners, and 
angling societies for losses incurred from such causes. Members 
were informed that although this situation was known to exist, it 
was proving difficult to solve. Members were further informed that 
once the source of a pollution which had given rise to a fish mortality 
was established, an affected party might consider claiming compensation 
against that polluter by means of a civil action, in the event of a 
preliminary approach being unsuccessful.
There was a full discussion on the difficulties at present 
being encountered by anglers fishing the River Weaver due to the 
abundant weed growth, and it was agreed that Rivers Division be asked 
to investigate.
(5) Fishing - General Comments on Sport.
26. POSSIBLE ANGLING VENUES FOR THE NORTH WEST 
DISABLED AND HANDICAPPED ANGLERS' ASSOCIATION
The Regional Fisheries Officer reported that as requested at the 
last meeting of the Committee held on 20th January, 1976, he had 
enquired into the possibility of Alwen Reservoir being used as a 
venue for fishing by disabled and handicapped anglers. He had ascer­
tained that due to the nature of the terrain surrounding this reser­
voir it would be impossible to establish facilities offering the 
necessary standards of convenience and safety to such anglers. This 
view was endorsed by the Chairman who informed the Committee the 
banks were totally unsuitable to use by disabled anglers as they 
were strewn with large blocks of granite.
In these circumstances the Committee agreed that the Regional 
Fisheries Officer pursue his enquiries further; in an endeavour to 
find suitable water in the Authority's Area which would serve as a 
venue for the disabled anglers.
27. FISHING LICENCE DISTRIBUTORS 
IN THE MERSEY AND WEAVER AREA
The Regional Fisheries Officer, commenting on the current situa­
tion in respect of Licence Distributors, submitted a map which showed 
the disposition of licence distributors in the Authority's Area 
appointed since the introduction of the new scale of licence duties
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on 1st January, 1976. This was to be looked at in conjunction with 
the list (previously circulated) which gave the names and addresses 
of such distributors.
Members were agreed that the progress shown to date in the 
appointment of distributors was very encouraging.
28. PROPOSED SEMINAR ON WATER 
CONDITIONS HARMFUL TO FISH
Arrangements had now been made for this seminar, originally 
arranged for 24th April, 1976, to take place at the Headquarters 
of the Bolton Anglers Association, on 24th July, 1976.
29. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR 1976-77
A schedule of the proposed timetable for the Regional and Local 
Fisheries Advisory Committee meetings was submitted for the informa­
tion of members.
The Committee confirmed that the dates proposed for the meetings 
of this Committee as set out hereunder were acceptable.
30. FISH MORTALITY - RIVER DANE
Concern was expressed regarding a severe mortality in the River 
Dane at Northwich on the 9th and 10th June. The cause of the pollution 
was not easily identifiable but it was anticipated that the Authority 
would be prepared to advise the angling clubs affected, without 
prejudice to the Authority's position.
The Divisional Scientist would arrange with Mr. Egerton to meet 
the interested parties as soon as possible, to consider the possibility 
of restocking.
2.30 p.m. Wednesday
2.30 p.m. Wednesday
2.30 p.m. Wednesday
2.30 p.m. Wednesday
23rd June, 1976 
27th October, 1976 
19th January, 1977 
6th April, 1977
I t e m  N o .
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE.
SOUTH AND WEST CUMBERLAND 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
28TH JUNE, 1976
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
25. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
A p o lo g ie s  f o r  a b se n c e  from  th e  m e e tin g  w ere  r e c e iv e d  from  
Mr. P . J .  L i d d e l l ,  Mr. R. J .  W. S la c k , Mr. J .  C. Wade and 
Mr. J .  R. S . W atson.
26. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  m in u te s  o f  th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  
C om m ittee h e ld  on 1 2 th  J a n u a r y ,  1976, b e  ap p ro v e d  
a s  a  c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and  s ig n e d  by  th e  C hairm an .
27. MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEE -  MR. J .  A. FOSTER
Mr. J .  A. F o s t e r ,  V ice C hairm an o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  and ex  o f f i c i o  
member o f  th e  C om m ittee h a d  r e s ig n e d  from  th e  C om m ittee due t o  h i s  
f in d in g  i t  i n c r e a s i n g ly  d i f f i c u l t  t o  a t t e n d  th e  m e e tin g s  b e c a u se  o f  
h i s  e x te n s iv e  com m itm ents.
28 . BRANTHWAITE WEIR
The R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  h ad  p u rs u e d  h i s  c o n s u l t a t i o n s  
w ith  Mr. T a lb o t  and  h e  was h o p e fu l  t h a t  w ith  t h e  a g re e m e n t o f  th e  
M in i s te r  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food a  s a t i s f a c t o r y  c o n c lu s io n  
w ould  b e  o b ta in e d .
RESOLVED:
T h a t th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  c o n tin u e  
h i s  n e g o t i a t i o n s  w ith  Mr. T a lb o t  and t h a t  th e  
O f f i c e r s  k e e p  a c a r e f u l  w a tch  on th e  s i t u a t i o n  a t  
th e  w e i r .
RECOMMENDED:
T h a t th e  p ro b lem  o f  a b s t r a c t i o n  f o r  f i s h  
fa rm in g  f o r  human co n su m p tio n  c o n f l i c t i n g  w ith  
s a t i s f a c t o r y  r i v e r  f lo w s  b e  p u rsu e d  w ith  th e  
M in is t r y  o f  A g r i c u l t u r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and Food.
P r e s e n t : W. F . H obson, E sq . (Chairm an)
F. B u n tin g , E sq .
J .  M. Mawson, E sq .
S. G. P a y n e , E sq .
G. B. Sedgw ick , E sq .
E . Young, E sq .
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29. EFFECT ON FISHERIES OF THE A66 CONSTRUCTION
A progress report was given on the construction of the trunk 
road and the difficulties being experienced from a water quality 
aspects in two feeder streams of the River Derwent, and Bassenthwaite 
Lake, resulting from the use of furnace slag whereby sulphides were 
released into these waters in certain locations where acidic ground­
water conditions prevailed.
It was emphasised that the Rivers Division staff were visiting 
the sites twice weekly and that a full monitoring programme was being 
maintained. Whilst the present dry spell continued, no further diffi­
culties were envisaged, although the situation might be expected to 
change, from September onward, due to the predictably heavier rainfall 
at that time of the year.
The Authority would however continue to review the situation, 
and together with the County Council and the Ministry would endeavour 
to find a satisfactory solution to alleviate the problem.
RECOMMENDED:
That the monitoring programme at present
being carried out by the staff of the Rivers
Division be continued in order to keep the pre­
vailing situation under control.
30. REPORT OF THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee.
Due to the cancellation of the April meeting of the Committee, the 
full report comprised two parts, 'A' and 'B'. Part 'A' covered the 
period from 13th January to 2nd March and Part 'B' the period from 
4th March to 20th May, 1976.
Discussions took place on the following matters incorporated in 
the report:-
Report 'A '
(1) Fishing
(2) Stocking
(3) Fisheries and Biological Surveys
(4) Fish Mortalities
(5) Hatcheries
(6) Redd Counting
(7) Poaching
(8) Prosecutions
Concern was expressed in the delay taking place between the date 
of the actual reporting of offenders for offences committed in contra­
vention of the Salmon and Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1975, and the 
eventual hearing date. Members were informed that Informations in 
respect of alleged offenders had to be laid within six months of an 
incident taking place, and that in all cases they were in fact laid 
well within the permitted period. Delays, however, sometimes took 
place due to factors outside the control of the Authority, including
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the availability of witnesses, (particularly police witnesses), 
availability of Court space and of local solicitors acting as agents 
for the Authority.
Report 'B '
(1) General Report
(2) Fry Stocking
(3) River Works
(4) Coarse Fish Removal
(5) Fishery Surveys
(6) Stocking
(7) Fish Transfer
(8) Holmwrangle Hatchery
RESOLVED:
That the report be received and approved.
RECOMMENDED:
That in connection with the institution of 
proceedings in Magistrates Courts, and the use 
of local solicitors as agents for the Authority 
in fishery cases, further steps be taken to 
expedite the hearing of such cases.
31. BAILIFF STRENGTH
The Regional Fisheries Officer reported that although delays in 
the appointmnet of new Bailiffing staff had taken place initially, 
arising from the setting-up of the new Rivers Division, he was now 
able to report that all existing vacancies for full-time staff, with 
the exception of two posts for trainee Bailiffs, had been filled. It 
was expected that appointments would be made to fill the two out­
standing vacancies in the near future.
In reply to questions concerning the employment of students 
during their long vacations to augment the Bailiffing staff, the 
Regional Fisheries Officer stated that the Authority had no plans to 
employ students. It was felt that the full-time staff together with 
Honorary Bailiffs was sufficient in strength at the present time.
32. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR 1976-77
A schedule of the proposed timetable for the Regional and Local 
Fisheries Advisory Committee meetings was submitted for the information 
of members.
The Committee confirmed that the dates proposed for the meetings 
of this Committee as set out hereunder were acceptable:-
2.30 p.m. Monday - 28th June, 1976
2.30 p.m. Monday - 18th October, 1976
2.30 p.m. Monday - 10th January, 1977
2.30 p.m. Monday - 28th March, 1977
Item No. 4 c
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
EDEN AND DISTRICT 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
29TH JUNE, 1976
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
PRESENT: E .P. Ecroyd Esq.(Chairman)
A.E.I. Bell Esq. L. Heyworth Esq.
E. Cave Esq. B. Irving Esq.
T. Cousins Esq. J.S. Marshall Esq. 
Dr. I.J. Faulkner
26. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
Apologies for absence from the meeting were received from 
Mr. A.C. Findlay, Mr. P.J. Liddell, and Mr. J.R.S. Watson.
27. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING 
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the last meeting of the 
Committee held on 13th January, 1976, be approved 
as a correct record and signed by the Chairman.
28. APPOINTMENT OF NEW MEMBER - MR. T. COUSINS
The Chairman welcomed Mr. T. Cousins to his first meeting 
of the Committee having been nominated by the Penrith Angling 
Association as successor to the late Mr. W. Birkett.
29. MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEE - MR. J.A. FOSTER
Mr. J.A. Foster, Vice Chairman of the Authority and ex officio 
member of the Committee, had resigned from the Committee due to 
his finding it increasingly difficult to attend the meetings because 
of his extensive commitments.
30. REPORT OF THE AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area since the last meeting of the Committee. 
Due to the cancellation of the April meeting of the Committee,the 
full report comprised two parts, 'A' and 'B'. Part 'A' covered 
the period from 13th January to 3rd March, and Part 'B' that period 
from 3rd March to 23rd May 1976.
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The Report incorporated items on the following matters:-
Report "A '
(1) Fishing - 1975 Season
(2) Fishing - 1976 Season
(3) Stocking
(4) Biological Survey
(5) Fish Mortalities
(6) Hatchery
(7) Poaching
(8) Scale Reading - 1975 - River Eden
(9) Report on Salmon scale Returns,River Eden, 1975.
Dr. Faulkner informed the Committee that in collaboration 
with the Area Fisheries Officer he was presently engaged in 
conducting a survey into the state of fish in the River Eden, 
his findings to be based upon scale returns. The Committee 
thanked Dr. Faulkner for his efforts in this work and looked 
forward to receiving details of his report upon its completion.
Report ' B 1
(1) General Report
(2) Fish Kills
(3) Stocking.
In response to requests from the Committee to explain the 
policy adopted by the Authority in relation to the problem of 
re-stocking waters affected by land drainage works, the Regional 
Fisheries Officer explained that in relation to linear waters, 
it was usually essential that a considerable time should elapse 
between the completion of the works and any re-stockings taking 
place. This was to ensure so far as possible that the water 
had returned to a natural regime and that the invertebrate life 
on which fish lived had re-established itself. The situation 
was not the same in enclosed waters, although each case had to 
be assessed on its merits.
The Committee requested information concerning the value 
of re-stocking waters with salmon fry.
The Regional Fisheries Officer referred to experimental 
evidence indicating that returns of adult salmon resulting from 
artificial propagation could be minute in relation to the numbers 
stocked, and in relation to natural production. At the same 
time, in certain circumstances, there could be real value in 
this kind of work. In his view, claims regarding the benefit 
to particular fisheries of artificial propagation work were apt 
to be made on a purely subjective basis, unsupported by 
scientific evidence.
(4) Fish Transfers
(5) Fish Rescue - Wet Sleddale (16th-19th May 1976)
(6) Obtaining of Ova 1975-76
(7) Fry Rearing 1975-76
(8) Fry Stocking - 1976
(9) General Report on Fry Rearing at Holmwrangle,1976
Commenting on the situation at Holmwrangle the Regional 
Fisheries Officer reported the delivery and installation of the
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new auxiliary generator to the hatchery. Problems however, 
are being experienced with the secondary borehole in which 
the stand-by pump was to be installed. The borehole had 
been found to be blocked about 30' below surface level at the 
bottom of the lining, and attempts to clear it had so far been 
unsuccessful. The officers were fully aware of the situation 
and were continuing to try to overcome the problem.
After discussion concerning the situation in relation to 
the rearing of fry at the Hatchery, it was noted that the total 
fry kept for rearing on consisted of 20,000 salmon fry,
40,000 sea trout fry, 12,4,500 brown trout fry.
RESOLVED:
(1) That the report be received
(2) That the fisheries staff and in particular 
Mr. D. Short, the manager of the hatchery 
be complemented for their work in the 
improvement of the facilities at Holmwrangle 
Hatchery in recent months.
31. RADIO EQUIPMENT FOR BAILIFFING STAFF
A quotation had now been accepted for the provision of 
V.H.F. radio equipment for the bailiffing staff. It was envis­
aged that the equipment would become available in about three 
months time.
The issue of this equipment would enhance the efficiency 
and safety of the staff, its range of communication being 
effective up to a range of ten miles.
32. VALIDITY OF ROD LICENCES
A circular had now been sent out to all licence distribu­
tors in the Authority area informing them that the £2 rod 
licence included fishing for freshwater fish and eels as well 
as non-migratory trout, and that once such licence had been 
issued, no other licence was required for freshwater fish and 
eels. The circular also clarified the position in relation to 
part-season rod licences for salmon and trout, these licences 
being valid as full season licences for fishing for non-migratory 
trout, freshwater fish and eels.
32. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR 1976-77
A schedule of the proposed timetable for the Regional and 
Local Fisheries Advisory Committee meetings was submitted for 
the information of members.
The Committee confirmed that the dates proposed for the 
meetings of this Committee as set out hereunder were acceptable.
2.30 p.m. Tuesday 29th June, 1976
2.30 p.m. Tuesday 19th October, 1976
2.30 p.m. Tuesday 11th January, 1977
2.30 p.m. Tuesday. 29th March, 1977
- 4 -
33. PROTECTION OF FRY
Concern was expressed regarding the loss of salmon and 
trout fry from waters in the area due to Cormorants and 
Mergansers feeding on these fish. It was also suggested that 
the time might now be opportune to implement the beak bounty 
in relation to the killing of these birds. After a full 
discussion on this subject it was
RESOLVED:
That the Regional Fisheries Officer liaise 
with Royal Society for the Protection of Birds 
in order to ascertain the present state of 
scientific knowledge in relation to the feeding 
habits of such birds, and that he report his 
findings to a future meeting of the Committee.
34. HONORARY BAILIFFS
In response to members questions concerning the present 
situations in respect of Honorary Bailiffs, the Regional 
Fisheries Officer replied that the situation in relation to 
staffing was at present under review.
He advised members that he was prepared to accept nomin­
ations in respect of persons suitable for appointment as 
Honorary Bailiffs through the Area Fisheries Officer.
35. SEMINAR ON WATER CONDITIONS HARMFUL TO FISH LIFE
At the request of the Committee the Regional Fisheries 
Officer agreed to report on the outcome- of the Seminar, now 
arranged for the 24th July, 1976 at Bolton.
Item No. 4
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
SOUTH LANCASHIRE FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
30TH JUNE, 1976
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
Present: R. D. Houghton, Esq. (Chairman)
T. A. F. Barnes, Esq. J. Johnson, Esq.
T. A. Blackledge, Esq. Professor W. E. Kershaw 
Dr. R. B. Broughton R. H. Wiseman, Esq.
J. R. S. Watson, ESq.
22. APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
An apology for absence from the meeting was received from 
Mr..P. J. Liddell.
23. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING
RESOLVED:
That the minutes of the last meeting of
the Committee held on 14th January, 1976, be
approved as a correct record and signed by the
Chairman.
24. MITTON FISHERY
At the last meeting of the Regional Committee on 3rd May, 1976, 
a report was submitted regarding the claim of the Trustees of 
Stonyhurst College to ownership of certain lengths of the beds of 
the Rivers Ribble and Hodder in the area including the Authority's 
Mitton Fishery.
A Committee of fishery and riparian owners had been formed in 
an attempt to resolve the matter with the Trustees.
The solution, which had been approved by the Authority, has 
resulted in the Trustees being able to issue permits authorising 
Stonyhurst College residents to fish the stretch of water from 
Hodder Foot to Ridders Beck downstream of Ribchester. The number 
of permits issued by the Trustees for which no charge will be made 
will be limited to four game and nineteen coarse. Of these, two game 
and ten coarse are valid for even dates and the balance for odd dates
The Authority had also agreed that a claim should be made 
against the vendor to the former Lancashire River Authority for any 
diminution in the value of the Authority's fishing rights resulting 
from the compromise solution.
25. FISHERIES IN THE OWNERSHIP OF THE AUTHORITY
The Committee considered a letter from the Wigan and District 
Angling Association requesting a review of the Authority's manage­
ment policy on its present permit waters at (inter alia) Mitton on 
the River Ribble with a view to ensuring a more equitable distri­
bution of permits between game and coarse anglers.
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A detailed paper prepared by the Regional Fisheries Officer 
on management policy was discussed at length.
RECOMMENDED:
That on an experimental basis between 
1st November, 1976, and 31st January, 1977 
(both dates inclusive) and 1st November, 1977 
and 31st January, 1978 (both dates inclusive)
(1) Groundbaiting and loose feeding be 
permitted on the Authority's Mitton 
Fishery from the white marker post 
at the top of Hodder Foot to the 
white marker post at Calder Foot;
(2) Match fishing be allowed Sundays
only at a charge of 50p per day in the 
stretch of water defined (1) above;
(3) The price of coarse fish day tickets 
in the stretch of water defined in (1) 
above be increased to 50p.
(4) The recommendations be considered 
by the Regional Committee in the 
light of any comments from the 
Ribble Fisheries Association.
26. REPORT BY AREA FISHERIES OFFICER 
ON FISHERIES ACTIVITIES
The Area Fisheries Officer presented his report on fisheries 
activities within the area for the period 1st January to 31st May, 
1976.
The report incorporated items on the following matters:-'
(1) Langcliffe Hatchery
Commenting on the present situation at the. hatchery, the Area 
Fisheries Officer informed the Committee that due to the present 
heat wave conditions and the consequent rise in water temperatures, 
problems were being posed in relation to the movement and despatch 
of fish, although he was sure that this was only a temporary problem.
(2) Fish Monitoring Stations
(3) Re-stocking by North West Water Authority.
(4) Investigations into stocked Brown Trout
(5) Coarse Fish Transfers
(6) Fish Mortalities
(7) Prosecution for Fishery Offences - 
1st April, 1975 to 31st March, 1976
A full discussion took place concerning the amount of 'out of 
season' coarse fishing alleged to be taking place on waters within 
the area. The difficulties encountered in bringing a successful 
prosecution in such cases having been explained to the Committee it 
was
RECOMMENDED:
(1) That consideration be given to augment the 
full-time bailiffing staff by the deployment of 
Honorary Bailiffs to patrol the waters where 
such out of season fishing was alleged,-
(2) That a revised list of Honorary Bailiffs 
be prepared after consultations with the 
appropriate Associations;
(3) That in any future review of the Byelaws 
consideration be given to withdrawing the 
exemption for eel fishing during the freshwater 
fish close season.
27. POLLUTION OF TRAWDEN WATER AND 
COLNE WATER - BAIRDTEX LIMITED
The Committee was informed that the case against Bairdtex Limited 
resulting from the spillage of sulphuric acid into the Colne Water 
on 15th June, 1975, (Minute No. 15) had been heard at Reedley 
Magistrates' Court on 2nd February, 1976. The Company had pleaded 
'not guilty' to the charge, but had been found guilty and fined 
£100 plus £70 Analysts Fee and £30 Advocates Fee.
28. PROPOSED SEMINAR ON WATER 
CONDITIONS HARMFUL TO FISH
Arrangements had now been made for this seminar, originally 
arranged for 24th April, 1976, to take place at the Headquarters 
of Bolton Angling Association on 24th July, 1976.
29. CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR 1976-77
A schedule of the proposed timetable for the Regional and Local 
Fisheries Advisory Committee meetings was submitted for the informa­
tion of members.
The Committee confirmed that the dates proposed for the meetings 
of the Committee as set out hereunder were acceptable.
2.30 p.m. Wednesday - 30th June, 1976
2.30 p.m. Wednesday - 20th October, 1976
2.30 p.m. Wednesday - 12th January, 1977
2.30 p.m. Wednesday - 30th March, 1977.
I t e m  N o .  4  E
MINUTES OF A MEETING OF THE 
LUNE, WYRE AND FURNESS - 
FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
, '.  5TH JULY, 1976
NORTH WEST WATER 'AUTHORITY .
23 . APOLOGIES FOR ABSENCE
An a p o lo g y  f o r  a b s e n c e  from  th e  m e e tin g  was r e c e iv e d  from  
Mr. P . J .  L i d d e l l .
24 . ’ DEATH OF MR. C . H .  CHEETHAM
The C hairm an  r e p o r t e d  w ith  d eep  r e g r e t  th e  d e a th  o f  
. Mr. C. H. C heetham , a  member o f  t h i s  C om m ittee and  o f  th e  F u rn e ss  
and  S o u th  W estm o rlan d  F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n .
The C hairm an p a id  t r i b u t e  t o  Mr. C hee tham s' s e r v i c e  t o  f i s h e r i e s  
an d  members and  o f f i c e r s  p r e s e n t  a t  t h e  m eeting; s to o d  in  s i l e n c e  as  
a  m ark o f  r e s p e c t .
25. MINUTES OF THE LAST MEETING ..
RESOLVED:
T h a t  t h e  m in u te s  o f  t h e  l a s t  m ee tin g  o f  
t h e  C om m ittee  h e l d  on 1 9 th  J a n u a r y ,  1976 , be  
a p p ro v e d  a s  a  c o r r e c t  r e c o r d  and  s ig n e d  by 
th e  C hairm an .
26 . APPOINTMENT OF NEW MEMBER -  MR. J .  TAYLOR
. The C hairm an  w elcom ed Mr. J .  T a y lo r  t o  h i s  f i r s t  m e e tin g  o f  
t h e  C om m ittee h a v in g  b e e n  n o m in a te d  by  th e  F u rn e ss  and S ou th  
W estm orland  F i s h e r i e s  A s s o c ia t io n  a s  s u c c e s s o r  t o  t h e  l a t e  
Mr. C. H. C heetham .
27 . MEMBERSHIP OF COMMITTEE -  MR. J .  A. FOSTER
Mr. J .  A. F o s t e r ,  V ice  C hairm an o f  t h e  A u th o r i ty  and  ex o f f i c i o  
member o f  th e  C om m ittee  h a d  r e s ig n e d  from  th e  C om m ittee due t o  h i s  
f i n d i n g  i t  i n c r e a s i n g l y  d i f f i c u l t . t o  a t t e n d  th e  m e e tin g s  o f  th e  
C om m ittee  b e c a u s e  o f  h i s  e x te n s iv e  com m itm ents.
P r e s e n t J .  M. C r o f t ,  E sq . (C hairm an)
W. B a i le y ,  E sq .
R. B a r r a t t ,  E sq .
M ajor N. J .  C la rk s o n  Webb 
D r. J .  V. D yer 
J .  H. F e l l ,  E sq .
A. L . H a r r i s ,  E sq ;
L . H i l l ,  E sq .
G. A. M a r t in ,  E sq .
J .  T a y lo r ,  E sq .
J .  R. S. W atson , E sq
G. W ilso n , E sq
-  2 -
28 . REPORT BY AREA FISHERIES OFFICER ON FISHERIES 
ACTIVITIES -  1ST JANUARY TO 31ST MAY, 1976 . '
The A rea  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  p r e s e n t e d  h i s  r e p o r t  on f i s h e r i e s  
a c t i v i t i e s  w i th in  th e  a r e a  f o r  th e  p e r i o d  1 s t  J a n u a ry  t o  3 1 s t  May,
1976 .
D is c u s s io n s  to o k  p l a c e  on th e  f o l lo w in g  m a t te r s  i n c o r p o r a t e d  
i n  t h e  r e p o r t .
. (1) F i s h  C o u n te rs
(2) F is h  th ro u g h  c o u n te r s
(3) M id d le to n  H a tc h e ry  -  Salmon and  S ea T ro u t P ro p o g a tio n
(4) N o r th e rn  A rea
(5) F i s h  M o r t a l i t i e s
The C om m ittee  was in fo rm e d  i n  r e s p o n s e  to  q u e s t io n s  c o n c e rn in g  
th e  f i s h  m o r t a l i t y  w h ich  o c c u r r e d  on th e  R iv e r  C onder on 
2 3 rd  F e b r u a r y ,  19 7 6 , t h a t  t h e  s i t u a t i o n  was s t i l l  u n d e r  re v ie w .
The A rea  F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  com m enting on th e  s i t u a t i o n  i n  Lake 
’ W in d erm ere  in fo rm e d  th e  C om m ittee  t h a t  a l th o u g h  th e  p r e s e n t  h e a t  wave 
c o n d i t io n s  h a d  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  th e .  l a r g e r  th a n  n o rm al am ount o f  a lg a e  
i n  th e  la k e  a t  t h e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  he was n o t  aw are o f  any i l l  e f f e c t s  
on  th e  t r o u t  p o p u l a t i o n .  I f  t h e r e  h a d  b e e n  an y .m ark ed  e f f e c t  on t h e  - 
w a te rs , due t o  t h i s  c a u s e ,  t h i s  w ou ld  h a v e  come t o  h i s  n o t i c e  due t o  
t h e  m o n ito r in g  program m e c a r r i e d  o u t  on  t h e  l a k e .
(6) C o a rse  F is h  Removal
(7) S o n ic  T a g g in g  R e se a rc h  Program me
(8) R e - s to c k in g , o f  A u t h o r i t y 1s F i s h e r i e s
( 9 ) ’ P r o s e c u t io n  f o r  F i s h in g  O ffe n c e s  -  .
1 s t  A p r i l ,  1975 t o  3 1 s t  M arch , 1976
29 . PROPOSED SEMINAR ON WATER CONDITIONS 
HARMFUL TO FISH
A rran g em en ts  h a d  now b e e n  made f o r  t h i s  se m in a r  o r i g i n a l l y  
a r r a n g e d  f o r  2 4 th  A p r i l ,  t o  t a k e  p l a c e  a t  th e  H e a d q u a r te rs  o f  
B o lto n  A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n  on 2 4 th  J u l y ,  1976.
30 . FISHERIES IN THE OWNERSHIP OF THE AUTHORITY
The R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  p r e s e n t e d  a  p a p e r  t o  t h e  C om m ittee 
i n  w h ich  h e  h a d  s e t  o u t  b o th  t h e  p r e s e n t  a rra n g e m e n ts  t o g e t h e r  w i th  
c e r t a i n  o p t io n s  w h ich  w ere  open t o  d i s c u s s io n ,  c o n c e rn in g  th e  
A u t h o r i t y 's  p e r m i t  w a te r  at. H a lto n  and  S k e r to n  on th e  Lune. T h is  
had. b e e n  done i n  r e s p o n s e  t o  a  l e t t e r  from  th e  S e c r e t a r y  o f  t h e  Wigan 
and  D i s t r i c t  A n g lin g  A s s o c ia t io n  r e q u e s t in g  a re v ie w  o f  t h e  A u t h o r i t y 's  
m anagem ent p o l i c y  i n  r e s p e c t  o f  t h e s e  w a te r s  i n  o r d e r  t o  e n s u re  a  more 
e q u i t a b l e  d i s t r i b u t i o n  o f  p e r m i ts  b e tw e e n  game and c o a r s e  a n g le r s .
I t  was f e l t  t h a t  i t  s h o u ld  be  open  t o  th e  C om m ittee t o  d i s c u s s  th e  
o p t io n s  s e t  o u t  p r i o r  t o  f o r m u la t in g  a  recom m endation  t o  th e  R e g io n a l 
F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee .
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A f t e r  a  f u l l  d i s c u s s io n  on  t h i s  s u b j e c t  i t  was
RECOMMENDED:
. (1) T h a t  a s  an  e x p e r im e n t  th e  r e s t r i c t i o n  on 
g r o u n d b a i t in g  and lo o s e  f e e d in g  on th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  
F i s h e r i e s  a t  H a lto n  and  S k e r to n  be  l i f t e d  from  
1 s t  N ovem ber, 1976 t o  3 1 s t  J a n u a r y ,  1977 (b o th  
d a te s  i n c l u s iv e )  and  from  1 s t  N ovem ber, 1977 t o  
3 1 s t  J a n u a r y ,  1978 , (b o th  d a te s  i n c l u s i v e ) ;
(2) T h a t  for- th e  same p e r i o d ,  m atch  f i s h i n g  on  
Sundays o n ly  from  1 s t  Novem ber to  3 1 s t  J a n u a ry  
(b o th  d a te s  i n c l u s iv e )  b e  p e r m i t t e d  a t  a  c h a rg e
o f  50p p e r  p eg  on th e  H a lto n  F is h e r y  above F o rg e  
W eir;
(3) T h a t no r e s to c k in g  w i th  c o a r s e  f i s h  i n  e i t h e r  
t h e  H a lto n  o r  S k e r to n  f i s h e r i e s  b e  c a r r i e d  o u t  in  
any c i r c u m s ta n c e s ;
(4) T h a t  a  f u r t h e r  r e p o r t  s h o u ld  b e  s u b m it te d  i n  
due c o u rs e  on th e  im p a c t o f  t h e  f i s h e r i e s  o f  
t h e s e  c h a n g es  i n  t h e  r e g u l a t i o n s .
31 . MANCHESTER WATER ORDER,.1966 -
FISHERIES IMPROVEMENT WORK ON THE RIVER LEVEN
A r e p o r t  was s u b m it te d  s e t t i n g  o u t  f u l l  d e t a i l s  on th e  
a g re e m e n t r e a c h e d  w ith  Mr. W hile  re g a rd in g , th e  c e s s a t i o n  o f  
a b s t r a c t i o n  from  th e  R iv e r  Leven f o r  a  t r i a l ,  p e r io d  d u r in g  th e  
m onths o f  J u l y ,  A u g u st and  S e p te m b e r, 1976.
3 2 . CALENDAR OF MEETINGS FOR 1976-77
A s c h e d u le  o f  t h e  p ro p o s e d  t im e t a b l e  f o r  th e  R e g io n a l and 
L o c a l F i s h e r i e s  A d v iso ry  C om m ittee  m e e tin g s  was s u b m it te d  f o r  th e  
in f o r m a t io n  o f  m em bers.
The C om m ittee  c o n firm e d  t h a t  t h e  d a te s  p ro p o s e d  f o r  th e  m e e tin g s  
o f  t h i s  C om m ittee  a s  s e t  o u t  h e re u n d e r  w ere  a c c e p ta b le :
2 .3 0  p .m . Monday -  5 th  J u l y ,  1976
2 .3 0  p .m . Monday -  2 5 th  O c to b e r , 1976
2 .3 0  p .m . Monday -  1 7 th  J a n u a r y ,  1977
2 .3 0  p .m . Monday -  4 th  A p r i l ,  1977.
3 3 . NET LIMITATION ORDERS
RESOLVED:
T h a t  t h e  p r o v i s i o n s  o f  th e  N e t L im i ta t io n s  O rd e r  
a p p ly in g  i n  t h e  Lune and  Wyre E s t u a r i e s  b e  r e v ie w e d .
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE 
19th JULY, 1976
APPOINTMENT OF REGIONAL FISHERIES 
ADVISOR* COMMITTEE 1976-77
At the meeting of the Authority on 21st June, 1976, the 
existing membership of the Committee was confirmed for
1976-77.
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
19TH JULY, 1976
APPOINTMENT OF LOCAL FISHERIES 
ADVISORY COMMITTEES
1 . The C hairm an h a s  a s c e r t a i n e d  t h a t  i t  i s  th e  w ish  o f
th e  F i s h e r i e s '  A s s o c ia t io n s  i n  th e  r e g i o n ,  and  o f  th e  C h a ir ­
men o f  th e  l o c a l  c o m m itte e s , f o r  th e  e x i s t i n g  l o c a l  co m m ittees  
to  c o n tin u e  in  t h e i r  p r e s e n t  form  and  w ith  t h e i r  r e s p e c t i v e  
e x i s t i n g  m em b ersh ip s .
2 . The d e t a i l s  o f  m em bersh ip  a r e  s e t  o u t in  th e  A ppendix 
h e r e t o ,  and  th e  C om m ittee a r e  i n v i t e d  to  r e - a p p o in t  a l l  
th e  members l i s t e d  th e r e o n  f o r  1 9 7 6 -7 7 .
APPENDIX
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY 
LOCAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEES
Eden & District
Chairman: E. P. Ecroyd, Low House, Armathwaite, Carlisle, Cumbria. CA^ f 9$T
E0 Cave, 9 Brunton Crescent, Carlisle, Cumbria. CAl 2AXo 
To Cousins, 28 Maybrough Avenue, Penrith, Cumbria.
Dr. I. J. Faulkner, S Fulwith Grove, Harrogate, North Yorkshire. HG2 8HN. 
Ac C. Findlay, Buccleugh Estates, Irvine House, Canonbie, Dumfriesshire. 
DGl4 OXG.
E. H. Fleming Smith, Hawksdale Hall, Dalston, Carlisle, Cumbria.
L. Heyworth, "Roseneath", Station Road, Brampton, Carlisle, Cumbria.
CA8 lEXo
B. Irving, 22 Moss Rigg, Morton, Carlisle, Cumbria.
J. S. Marshall, Little Cross, Appleby, Cumbria.
Wm. McKenna, 6 Spencer Street, Carlisle, Cumbria. CAl IDAo 
R° K. Nicholson, Sleaston How, Kirkby Ihore, Penrith, Cumbria.
A. E. I. Bell, 12 Hallpath, Langholm, Dumfriesshire.
South & West Cumberland
Chairman: W. F. Hobson, Hillside, Cockermouth, Cumbria.
F. Bunting, 30 Dent Road, Mirehouse, Whitehaven.
A. G. Matthews, Craghouse, Ellerslie Park, Gosforth, Cumbria.
J. M. Mawson, Stone House, Scales, Aspatria, Cumbria.
S. Go Payne, Castle Cottages, The Castle, Cockermouth, Cumbria.
G. B. Sedgwick, 8 Belle Vue, Cockermouth, Cumbria.
R. J. W. Slack, Hartlow, Silloth, Cumbria.
J. C. Wade, O.B.E., J.P., Hillcrest, Whitehaven, Cumbria. CA28 7TTo
G. No F. Wingate, OoB.E., D.L., Bridge End House, Cockermouth, 
Cumbria. CA13 0HWo
E. Young, "Swinsty Gill", Great Clifton, Workington, Cumbria.
Lune, Wyre & Furness
Chairman; Jo Mo Croft, Orchard Farm, Whittingham Lane, .Barton,
Preston. PR3 50Do
Wo Bailey, 10 Mallowdale Road, Lancaster.
R. Barratt, Cowmire Hall, Crosthwaite, Kendal, Cumbria.
Ro Ao Challenor, White House, Barbon, Carnforth, Lancashire.
Major N. J« Clarkson Webb, Buckstone House, Carnforth, Lancashire.
Dr. Jo Vo Dyer, District Community Physician, Administrative Offices, 
Slyne Road, Lancaster. LAI 2HT.
Jo H. Fell, White Gates, Backbarrow, Ulverston, Cumbria. LA12 8PA.
A. L. Harris, Blunt How, 12 Eden Park, Scotforth, Lancaster.
L. Hill, 39 Kendal Green, Kendal, Cumbria.
G. Ao Martin, "Bie Spinney”, Levens, Kendal, Cumbria.
J. Ikylor, 159 Dalton Lane, Barrow-in-Furness.
G. Wilson, 11 Guildford Avenue, Chorley, Lancashire.
South Lancashire
Chairman; R. D. Houghton, 13A5 Winckley Street, Preston. PR1 2BJ0
T. A. F. Barnes, Woodplumpton House, Woodplumpton, Nr. Preston.
T. Ao Blackledge, 16 Florence Street, Wigan.
Dr. R. B. Broughton, 9 Victoria Road, Salford 6.
R. Farrington, "Casa Mia", Carr Lane, Tarleton, Nr. Preston.
J. Johnson, 97 Liverpool Road North, Maghull.
R. H. Wiseman, 5 Ribblesdale Place, Barrowford, Nr. Nelson, Lancashire 
Professor W. E. Kershaw, Department of Biology, University of Salford. 
M5 4WT.
Mersey & Weaver
Chairman: Po W0 Jennings, 35 Alwyn Street, Liverpool. L17 7DX.
J. S. Bailey, 2b Sandyhill Road, Winsford, Cheshire.
F. Burgess, 284 Liverpool Road, Haydock, St. Helens, Merseyside.
F. Egerton, 19 Bowden Drive, Northwich, Cheshire.
Ao Jones, Qrrell Hill Farm, Ince Blundell, Hightown, Liverpool.
Dr. J. W. Jones, O.B.E., Director of Freshwater Fisheries Unit, 
Liverpool University, P.O. Box 1^ 7, Liverpool. L69 3BX.
T. N. McLoughlin, "Wispers", 12 High Tree Drive, Henbury, Macclesfield 
R. Newton, 3 Old Park Lane, Macclesfield, Cheshire.
A. Ross, 19 Dugdale Avenue, Higher Blackley, Manchester. M9 2JG.
NOTE; Hie Chairman of the Authority (Mr. P. J. Liddell) 
and the Chairman of the Regional Committee (Mr.
J. R. S. Watson) serve on each Local Committee in 
an ex officio capacity.
Hie Vice-Chairman of the Authority (Mr. J. A. 
Foster) serves on the South Lancashire Committee 
in an ex officio capacity.
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
19TH JULY, 1976
APPOINTMENT OF FISHERY REPRESENTATIVES TO 
LOCAL LAND DRAINAGE COMMITTEES
The c o n s t i t u t i o n  o f  th e  L o ca l Land D ra in a g e  C om m ittees 
p ro v id e s  f o r  th e  a p p o in tm e n t o f  f i s h e r y  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  th e r e o n .
At th e  p r e s e n t  t im e ,  Mr. E croyd and  Mr. Hobson a r e  members 
o f  t h e  C um berland C om m ittee , Mr. F e l l  o f  th e  L a n c a s h ire  C om m ittee 
and  Mr. J e n n in g s  o f  th e  M ersey and W eaver C om m ittee .
The C om m ittee a r e  r e q u e s te d  to  make a p p o in tm e n ts  f o r
19 7 6 -7 7 .
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
NORTH WEST WATER AUTHORITY
19TH JULY, 1976 
EEL FISHING IN TIDAL AND ESTUARIAL WATERS
A l e t t e r  h a s  been  r e c e iv e d  from  th e  N a t io n a l  F e d e r a t io n  o f  
Sea A n g le rs  e x p r e s s in g  c o n c e rn  t h a t  t h e i r  members f i s h i n g  f o r  e e l s  
i n  t i d a l  e s t u a r i e s  and  o f f - s h o r e  may i n a d v e r t e n t ly  be c o m m itt in g , 
o f f e n c e s  ( i )  i f  th e y  do so  w ith o u t  a  ro d  l i c e n c e  f o r  e e l s  and  
f r e s h w a te r  f i s h ,  and  ( i i )  i f  th e y  do so  d u r in g  th e  f r e s h w a te r  
f i s h  c lo s e  s e a s o n .
The l e t t e r  f u r t h e r  s t a t e s  t h a t  s e a  a n g le r s  have f o r  many 
y e a r s  t r a d i t i o n a l l y  f i s h e d  i n  th e  se a  f o r  e e l s  ( i e .  S i l v e r  e e l s  
n o t  " y e llo w "  e e l s  w hich  a r e  n o rm a lly  ta k e n  in  f r e s h w a t e r ) .  The 
F e d e r a t io n  b e l i e v e  t h a t  i t  i s  n o t  th e  w ish  o f  w a te r  a u t h o r i t i e s  
to  r e q u i r e  a n g le r s  to  h o ld  ro d  l i c e n c e s  f o r  t h i s  p u rp o se  an d  t h a t  
t h e r e  i s  no d e s i r e  on  th e  p a r t  o f  w a te r  a u t h o r i t i e s  to  im pose a  
c lo s e  s e a s o n .  They a s k  t h e r e f o r e  t h a t  th e  A u th o r i ty  s h o u ld  c o n s id e r  
m aking a p p l i c a t i o n  to  th e  M in i s te r  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and  
Food f o r  an  a p p r o p r i a t e  e x e m p tio n .
The F e d e r a t io n  have  w r i t t e n  in  s i m i l a r  te rm s  to  a l l  w a te r  
a u t h o r i t i e s  r e q u e s t in g  them  to  d e a l  w i th  th e  p rob lem  by way o f  
ex em p tio n  and  i t  i s  u n d e rs to o d  t h a t  th e  W essex W ater A u th o r i ty  
h a s  in  f a c t  a l r e a d y  o b ta in e d  an  e x e m p tio n .
The p o s i t i o n  i s  t h a t  u n d e r  S e c t io n  4 ( l )  o f  S c h e d u le  2 
o f  th e  W ater Act 1973 , th e  a r e a  o f  th e  A u th o r i ty  f o r  f i s h e r i e s  
p u rp o se s  in c lu d e s  " th o s e  t i d a l  w a te r s  and  p a r t s  o f  th e  s e a  a d jo in in g  
th e  c o a s t  o f  th e  w a te r  a u t h o r i t y ' s  a r e a  i n  w hich  H er M a je s ty 's  s u b je c t s  
have th e  e x c lu s iv e  r i g h t  o f  f i s h i n g " ,  ( i . e .  o u t  t o  th e  s i x  
m ile  l i m i t )  W ith in  th e s e  w a te r s  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  ro d  l i c e n c e  to  f i s h  
f o r  f r e s h w a te r  f i s h  and e e l s  i s ,  s t r i c t l y  s p e a k in g , r e q u i r e d  a l th o u g h  
in  p r a c t i c e  o f  c o u rs e  o n ly  th e  e e l s  a r e  to  be fo u n d  a t  s e a .
So f a r  a s  th e  f r e s h w a te r  f i s h  c lo s e  s e a s o n  i s  c o n c e rn e d , 
p e n d in g  c o n f i r m a t io n  by th e  M in is t r y  o f  th e  new code o f  b y e law s 
f o r  th e  w hole o f  t h e  r e g io n ,  th e  b ye law s o f  t h e  fo rm e r  C um berland 
R iv e r  A u th o r i ty  an d  L a n c a s h ire  R iv e r  A u th o r i ty  s t i l l  a p p ly  in  th e  
r e s p e c t i v e  a r e a s  b u t  t h e r e  a r e  no b y e law s f o r  th e  fo rm e r  M ersey and 
W eaver R iv e r  A u th o r i ty  a r e a .
The C um berland b y e law s do n o t  make any  e x c e p t io n  to  th e  
s t a t u t o r y  p r o h i b i t i o n  o f  e e l  f i s h i n g  w ith  ro d  and  l i n e  d u r in g  th e  
c lo s e  s e a s o n  f o r  f r e s h w a te r  f i s h  b u t  th o s e  o f  L a n c a s h ire  p e rm it  i t ,  
a s  w i l l  th e  r e g i o n a l  b y e law s when c o n firm e d . The a b se n c e  o f  b y e­
law s in  th e  M ersey and  W eaver a r e a  m eans t h a t  th e  p r o h i b i t i o n  a p p l i e s  
a l s o  in  t h i s  a r e a .
In  a d d i t i o n  to  th e  r e q u e s t  from  th e  F e d e r a t io n ,  a  num ber o f  
e n q u i r i e s  have  a l s o  been  r e c e iv e d  from  s e a  a n g l in g  c lu b s  in  L a n c a s h ire  
r e g a r d in g  th e  p o s i t i o n  o f  a n g le r s  f i s h i n g  f o r  e e l s  in  th e  s e a .  In  
each  c a s e  th e  p o s i t i o n  h a s  been  r e g u l a r i s e d  by th e  i s s u e  a t  a  n o m in a l 
c h a rg e  p e r  h ead  o f  a  te m p o ra ry  l i c e n c e  u n d e r  th e  p r o v i s io n s  o f  S ch e d u le
2 o f  th e  Salm on an d  F re s h w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  Act 1975 .
2.
8. The position, is clearly unsatisfactory and this has been 
accepted by the Ministry,, who it is understood will welcome 
exemption applications from the water authorities.
9. It is recommended therefore that applications be made to 
the Minister of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food under Section 
25(1) of the Salmon & Freshwater Fisheries Act, 1975 for exemption 
from the Authority's system of licence duties in respect of fishing 
for eels seaward of the High Water Mark (as defined on the Ordnance 
Survey Map 1: 500000 series) within the Authority's area.
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PETITION FROM SALMON ANGLERS -  
NETTING ON THE LUNE ESTUARY
The M in is t r y  o f  A g r i c u l tu r e ,  F i s h e r i e s  and  Food h a s  fo rw a rd e d  
to  th e  R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f i c e r  a  P e t i t i o n ,  s ig n e d  by 275 salm on  
a n g le r s  i n  t h e  F y ld e a r e a ,  w hich  th e y  had  r e c e iv e d  from  a  Mr. M.A. 
T a y lo r  o f  B la c k p o o l. T h e re  i s  no copy o f  a  r e p l y  w hich  th e  M in is t r y  
e v id e n t ly  s e n t  to  Mr. T a y lo r ,  b u t  a  f u r t h e r  l e t t e r  from  him to  th e  
M in is t r y  r a i s e d  th e  fo l lo w in g  p o in t s
( i )  I n  h i s  o p in io n ,  e x i s t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n  to  c o n t r o l  
n e t t i n g  on th e  e s tu a r y  i s  in a d e q u a te ,  and  sh o u ld  
be  re v ie w e d . The o b v io u s  s c a r c i t y  o f  salm on  in  
t h e  Lune d u r in g  th e  1975 n e t t i n g  s e a s o n  d e m o n s tra te d  
t h a t  th e  " c o n s id e r a b le  'p o w ers"  a v a i l a b l e  to  th e  N o rth  
W est W ater A u th o r i ty  f o r  f i s h e r y  r e g u l a t i o n ,  to  w hich  
th e  M in is t r y  had  r e f e r r e d  in  t h e i r  l e t t e r ,  a r e  e i t h e r  
n o t  s u f f i c i e n t l y  e f f e c t i v e  o r  a r e  n o t  e x e r c is e d  
a d e q u a te ly .
( i i )  Salmon a n g l e r s ,  c o l l e c t i v e l y ,  c o n t r i b u t e  an  a p p r e c ia b ly  
g r e a t e r  am ount o f  re v e n u e  in  l i c e n c e  f e e s  th a n  n e tsm e n , 
y e t  th e  l a t t e r ,  p a r t i c u l a r l y  d u r in g  a  d ry  summer, a r e  
a b le  to  e x t r a c t  a  v e ry  l a r g e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  th e  r e t u r n i n g  
s to c k  i n  e s tu a r y  n e t s .  T h is  s i t u a t i o n  i s  e x tre m e ly  u n f a i r ,  
and  i t  w ould be i n t e r e s t i n g  to  know w hat j u s t i f i c a t i o n  
c o u ld  be p u t fo rw a rd  by th e  M in is t r y  f o r  a l lo w in g  t h i s  
s i t u a t i o n  -  w h ich  no d o ub t i s  n o t  u n iq u e  to  th e  Lune -  
to  c o n t in u e .
( i i i )  A g a in s t  th e  b ack g ro u n d  o f  th e  s e r i o u s  d e c l in e  o f  th e
Lune a s  a  salm on  f i s h e r y ,  e f f e c t i v e  a c t i o n  i s  u r g e n t ly  
n eed ed  to  a r r e s t  t h i s  d e c l in e  a n d , h o p e f u l ly ,  to  r e s t o r e  
th e  r i v e r  to  i t s  fo rm e r q u a l i t y .  A r e d u c t io n  in  th e  
p r e s e n t  l e v e l  o f  n e t t i n g ,  w h ich  th e  Lune a t  p r e s e n t  
a p p e a r s  u n a b le  to  s u p p o r t ,  w ould u n d o u b te d ly  have  a 
m arked b e n e f i c i a l  e f f e c t  in  t h i s  d i r e c t i o n ,  w h i l s t  
r e s u l t i n g  in  a  more e q u i t a b le  b a la n c e  betw een  s p o r t i n g  
an d  co m m erc ia l i n t e r e s t s .
U nder e x i s t i n g  l e g i s l a t i o n ,  a l l  fo rm s o f  n e t t i n g  on th e  Lune 
a r e  c o n t r o l l e d  by a  N et L im i ta t io n  O rd e r , made u n d e r  th e  Salm on and 
F re s h w a te r  F i s h e r i e s  A ct 1923 , w hich  r e s t r i c t s  n e t t i n g  t o : -
12 d r i f t  n e t s  
46 h a a f  n e t s
3 d r a f t  n e t s
I f  th e  num ber o f  a p p l i c a n t s  f o r  n e t t i n g  l i c e n c e s  o f  v a r io u s  
ty p e s  i s  n o t  l e s s  th a n  th e  num ber s p e c i f i e d  in  th e  N et L im i ta t io n  
O rd e r , th e  A u th o r i ty  i s  o b l ig e d  to  i s s u e  th e  f u l l  num bers o f  v a r io u s  
l i c e n c e s  s p e c i f i e d  in  th e  O rd e r .
The legislation requires the Authority, in connection with 
the issue of rod licences, to issue a licence to any applicant 
not disqualified from holding a licence, who tenders the correct 
licence duty. There is no provision for any limitation of the 
number of rod licences issued.
In addition to administering the Order, the Authority 
operates a hatchery at Middleton, near Sedbergh, which can accommo­
date up to 1 million salmon ova and up to 1.5 million sea trout ova.
A substantial proportion of the salmon ova are returned as eyed ova 
or fry to the Lune system. Further, the Authority employs a bailiff 
force, many of them men of long experience, to supervise all forms 
of fishing on the river and estuary, and to control poaching and 
illegal fishing.
Any consideration of Mr. Taylor's request must have regard 
to the powers and capability of the Authority to conserve and 
improve migratory fish stocks in the River Lune, and must take into 
account the steps already being taken. Any recommendations arising 
from such consideration would need to be:- .
(i) Within the provisions of the Salmon and Fresh- 
water Fisheries Act 1975*
(ii) Designed for the improvement of fisheries and not 
merely for the benefit of anglers on the river.
(iii) Supported generally by a substantial majority of 
opinion among the major Angling Associations.
(iv) Supported by adequate and irrefutable evidence which 
would, without question, stand up to any subsequent 
Public Inquiry.
The comprehensive system of Local Advisory Committees, which 
the Authority has set up to ensure that consultation with angling 
interests is readily possible, is clearly the channel through which 
any views, such as those expressed by Mr. Taylor and supported by his 
petitioners, should be put forward.
The officers therefore recommend that the matter be referred 
to the Lune, Wyre and Furness Advisory Committee, who discussed this 
matter briefly at their last meeting, to make any recommendations to 
this Committee.
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IDENTIFICATION OF THE BOUNDARIES OF THE AUTHORITY
At th e  l a s t  m e e tin g  o f  th e  C om m ittee on 3 rd  May 1976 , 
i t  was r e p o r t e d  t h a t  a n g le r s  w ere h a v in g  some d i f f i c u l t y  in  
i d e n t i f y i n g  th e  A u th o r i t y ’s  b o u n d a ry  when f i s h i n g  w a te r s , and  
c a n a l s  i n  p a r t i c u l a r ,  a d ja c e n t  to  o t h e r  w a te r  a u t h o r i t i e s .
The R e g io n a l F i s h e r i e s  O f f ic e r  and  Head o f  P u b l ic  
I n fo rm a t io n  w ere r e q u e s te d  to  c o n s id e r  th e  p o s s i b i l i t y  o f  e r e c t i n g  
s ig n s  a t  a p p r o p r i a t e  p o i n t s ,  o r  th e  p r o v is io n  o f  maps f o r  a n g l e r s .
L o c a l p la n s  on a  s c a l e  o f  6 in c h e s  to  a  m ile  hav e  now been  
p r e p a re d  c o v e r in g  th e  a r e a s  o f  th e  v a r io u s  c a n a ls  w here t h e  Auth­
o r i t y ' s  b o u n d a ry  c r o s s e s  th e  c a n a l .  T hese p la n s  can  be c o p ie d  
a t  an  a p p ro x im a te  c o s t  o f  1p e a c h . A specim en  s e t  o f  p la n s  w i l l  
be a v a i l a b l e  f o r  i n s p e c t io n  by  members a t  th e  m e e tin g .
Members a r e  r e q u e s te d  to  i n d i c a t e  w h e th e r  th e y  f e e l  th e  
a v a i l a b i l i t y  o f  su c h  maps to  a n g le r s  w i l l  be o f  a s s i s t a n c e .
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NORTH WEST DISABLED AND HANDICAPPED 
ANGLERS ASSOCIATION
At the meeting on 9th February 1976, the Committee considered 
a letter from the Secretary of the Association expressing concern 
at the increase in cost of a freshwater fishing licence to £1, and 
stating that as 80% of the members of the Association did not work 
they would very likely be prevented from angling because of the 
new charge.
The Committee advised the Association to make representations 
direct to the Ministry of Agriculture, Fisheries and Food, which 
they did.
In reply the Minister pointed out that the initiative for 
any reduction in licence duties for members of the Association 
must come from the Authority and the Association have therefore 
asked for further consideration to be given to their original 
request.
From enquiries made to the Association it is apparent that 
their membership includes persons suffering from any kind of 
disablement (e.g. bronchitis, polio, blindness, loss of limbs).
These further enquiries have also established that the main 
concern of the Association is that the vast proportion of the 
members can only go angling when taken by the organisation, which 
may be only five or six times each year.
In these circumstances the Association's problem may well 
be met by the issue of appropriate temporary licences on each 
occasion.
The Manager of the Rivers Division has the authority to 
issue such licences and it is recommended that the Association 
be advised to contact him to see if satisfactory arrangements 
can be made.
REGIONAL FISHERIES ADVISORY COMMITTEE
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MANCHESTER WATER ORDER 1966 -  FISHERIES 
IMPROVEMENT WORK ON RIVER LEVEN
At t h e  l a s t  m e e tin g  on 3 rd  May, th e  C om m ittee recommended 
t h a t  p r o p o s a l s  s u b m it te d  by  M r. D. W hile f o r  r e s t r i c t i o n s  
on h i s  a b s t r a c t i o n s  from  th e  R iv e r  Leven a t  E e ls  Dam, 
H a v e r th w a i te ,  d u r in g  th e  m onths o f  J u l y ,  A ugust and  S e p tem b e r, 
be  a d o p te d  on a  t r i a l  b a s i s  f o r  th e  c u r r e n t  y e a r  (M in u te  5 3 ) .
T h is  recom m endation  was c o n s id e r e d  by th e  W ater M anagement 
C om m ittee on 1 7 th  May who i n  t u r n  recommended t o  th e  
A u th o r i ty  (M in u te  92)
"T h a t i n  c o n n e c t io n  w ith  t h e  p r o p o s a ls  f o r  
c o m p e n sa tio n  f o r  c e s s a t io n  o f  a b s t r a c t i o n  
by M r. W hile d u r in g  th e  m onths o f  J u l y ,
A ugust and S e p tem b e r, and c o n se q u e n t l o s s  
o f  pow er g e n e r a t i o n ,  th e  d i f f i c u l t i e s  o f  
e s t a b l i s h i n g  a  fo rm u la  f o r  d e te rm in in g  th e  
am ount o f  l o s s  b e  r e c o g n is e d  and th e  o f f i c e r s  
b e  a u th o r i s e d  to  n e g o t i a t e  f o r  a p p ro v a l  by 
t h i s  C om m ittee a  s u i t a b l e  paym en t, b e a r in g  
i n  mind th e  p r o p o r t io n  o f  l i c e n s e d  a b s t r a c t i o n  
l o s t  a s  a  r e s u l t  o f  c e s s a t i o n  o f  a b s t r a c t i o n ,  
and  th e  a s s u r a n c e s  g iv e n  by  M r. W h ile ."
T h is  recom m endation  was ap p ro v e d  by th e  A u th o r i ty  on 2 1 s t  
Ju n e  and M r. W hile h a s  a c c e p te d  th e  A u t h o r i t y 's  p r o v i s o s .
Any a v a i l a b l e  in f o r m a t io n  r e g a r d in g  th e  o p e r a t io n  o f  th e  
a r ra n g e m e n ts  w i l l  b e  r e p o r t e d  t o  th e  m e e tin g  o r a l l y .
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MITTON FISHERY
The recommendations of the Committee at the last meeting 
on 3rd May regarding the proposed compromise with the 
Trustees of Stonyhurst College and the claim for diminution 
in the value of the Authority's fishing rights have been 
approved by the Authority.
A draft agreement embodying the terms of the settlement 
is awaited.
